A   PREFACE
Why? Westminster Bridge was for him quite perfectly the
centre of London; the flowing river beneath it was at night
terribly exciting; perhaps, unconsciously, he had already
recognized that a yacht, moored below, would assure his
lovers not only of privacy but of isolation. They would be
out of the world of every day. For, as he struggled to find
a scene in which Jenny and Keith could meet, the word
'yacht' had leapt into his thoughts from, apparently, nowhere
at all; and that word had lifted the tryst from furtiveness to
romance. What might have been, in surroundings stale to
Jenny, nothing but a bitter squabble ending in misery and
parting, was subject to the enchantment of the unknown.
A yacht. The only yacht the author had been aboard was
Arnold Bennett's Vd$a\ and he had joined it, upon his visit
in July, 1914, at Westminster. Furthermore, from the Vdsa,
at night at Holehaven, he had been rowed by his host over
frighteningly still, deep, and very black water. That memory
of moonless terror was unforgotten. Everything helped to
fix the yacht in his thoughts, and, for him as well as for
Jenny, to exalt the scene.
Well, the settings were clear, and the characters and the
time-table. But there were other difficulties unconnected with
the pleasant craft of fiction-writing. In the winter of 191(5-17
when he had hardly recovered from a long and serious illness,
the author was kept very busy all day reading manuscripts
or books for review. He had some harassing domestic
troubles of a trivial kind which added to his busyness. Work
upon Nocturne could only be done between eight and ten
o'clock each evening, and once the book had been begun it
was delivered chapter by chapter to Mr. Martin Seeker, who
sent the original manuscript to the printers. On the day after
the last chapter had been so despatched the,first galley proofs
reached the author. Mr. Seeker said, in bringing these proofs:
It begins well/ In bringing the second batch he said: 1 think
it's very good/ And at last he said 'I think it's a masterpiece/
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